
 

Artist Anne Labovitz Takes On Sister Cities 

Exhibition 

Video Interviews, Audio Used To Create Art 
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There is growing excitement between one of Duluth’s most famous artists – Anne Labovitz – and Duluth’s 

Sister Cities International. 

That’s because Labovitz is about to launch a two-year, one-of-a-kind exhibition featuring Duluth’s five Sister 

Cities – and it all starts with video, as FOX 21’s Dan Hanger reports. 

Labovitz, who was born and raised in Duluth and now resides in the Twin Cities, is known around the world as 

an American professional artist whose practice includes painting, drawing, and printmaking. 

“I love the idea of understanding someone else’s culture,” Labovitz said. 

But she’s now going bigger and deeper with video and audio before the magic hits the canvas. 

“I’m pretty sure I’ve got like 50 hours of video plus the other file of 50 hours of audio. So it’s a lot,” Labovitz 

said with laughter. 

Labovitz is working with Duluth Sister Cities International on a project called “122 Conversations.” 

It’s honoring the 122 years of relationships between Duluth and its Sister Cities. 

So far, Labovitz has interviewed and recorded 60 people from all five Sister Cities to discover the different 

cultures that can then be put on canvas for an exhibition that’ll travel to all five Sister Cities. 

“So I have the experience and then I listen in the studio and actually scribe what people tell me. So whatever 

people tell me, I actually write into the canvas with paint,” Labovitz said. 

It’s a modern twist to making art that’s bringing new life to Labovtiz’s craft while keeping her strong passion 

for people the driving force behind everything she does. 

“It’s this wonderful convergence of my interest in the human spirit, and international cross cultural 

communication and the arts.” 

 

http://www.fox21online.com/2015/07/03/artist-anne-labovitz-takes-on-sister-cities-exhibition/33978134/ 

http://www.fox21online.com/author/devinelmore/
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Anne Labovitz, a renowned artist who is originally from Duluth, has a new project underway. 

It's called 122 Conversations. She's interviewing people from all five of Duluth's sister cities, plus Duluth, and 

putting their words into art. 

She spent time at Glensheen on Friday interviewing members of the Japanese delegation here from O'hara-

Isumi City. 

"There's something about the arc of the interviews, when the interviewee really opens up, that is inspiring to 

me. It's kind of the cross-cultural understanding and communication, which is what this project is all about," 

Labovitz said. 

The exhibit will be on display in Duluth in either 2017 or 2018. 
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122 Conversations is a collaborative program that will travel as an exhibition to the five sister cities of Duluth, 

Minn. 

Those five cities include Thunder Bay, Canada; Vaxjo, Sweden; Rania, Iraqi Kurdistan; Petrozavodsk, Russia; 

and Ohara-Isumi City, Japan. The exhibition will travel to all of thesse from 2015 through 2017. 

Meeting face to face with people of five countries either in person or via skype, artist Anne Labovitz will lead 

conversations which are then translated into art pieces that speak of the urgency for cross cultural 

understanding and compassion. 

Her plan for this project is also to demonstrate how a piece of artwork can connect the people of Duluth with 

their sister cities. 

Afterwards, people from each city contribute their responses as the show progresses to its culminating venue 

at the Tweed Museum of Art in Duluth in 2017. 

The exhibition commences this fall on September 11 in Thunder Bay, Canada. 
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Anne Labovitz has spent the past two years interviewing 60 people for her project, '122 Conversations: Person 

to Person, Art Beyond Borders.' 

The Duluth native took their stories about family, work, and life in general and put them into vibrant and 

touchable paintings. 

"It was inspiring. I'm excited and eager to share the next phase. What happens next is that the public will be 

able to learn and see what the other cultures are all about," Labovitz said. 



 

The interviewees are from Duluth's five sister cities, and Duluth as well. 122 represents the number of years 

that Duluth has had relationships with the cities. 

Now the exhibit is set to open. The first showing is in Thunder Bay, Canada, and it opens on Thursday. 

You can see it in Duluth in a couple of years at the Tweed Museum. 

For more information: http://www.122conversations.com/ 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_iDHG4LTKw&feature=youtu.be&t=10m57s 
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If you add up the years that Duluth has been involved with each of five Sister Cities, it totals 122 years. 

Therefore, artist and Duluth native and Anne Labovitz has created an exhibition, "122 Conversations." 

Labovitz's paintings are based on exchanges with more than 60 participants, including the mayor of each of 

Duluth's Sister Cities, through in-person or Skype interviews. The five cities, with their respective years in a 

Sister City relationship, are Thunder Bay, Canada, 35 years; Ohara-Isumi City, Japan, 25 years; Rania, Iraqi 

Kurdistan, two years; Petrozavodsk, Russia, 30 years; and Växjö, Sweden, 30 years. 

This exhibit will travel around the world to each sister city. It started in Thunder Bay on Sept. 10 and will end in 

Duluth in winter 2017. The Thunder Bay exhibit is at the Thunder Bay Art Gallery, 1080 Keewatin St. 

This summer Labovitz conversed with a delegation from Ohara Isumi-City. A Feb. 22, 2015 Budgeteer column 

mentioned Labovitz meeting with residents of Rania, Iraqi through Skype for this art project. 

To see videos of Labovitz visiting with residents of Duluth's sister cities, search Youtube using keywords "122 

Conversations" and "Anne Labovitz." 
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