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122 Conversations: Person to Person, Art Beyond Borders ​ is an artist led project based 
on engagement — art derived from the process of interconnection and cross-cultural dialogue. 
This project celebrates humanity, human connection, and the ​radical ​and ​ political​ act of 
caring.  

 
 

Anne Labovitz Artist Philosophy 
 
The driving force behind my work explores the human spirit, its emotional resonance, the 

subdued or intentionally hidden, and the way it manifests in our relationships over time. Through 
painting, drawing, printmaking, video, interview, and  performative participatory art my work 
examines both personal and universal exchanges.  I invite the viewer inward to experience an 
encounter with the subject itself and the collective consciousness, simultaneously. 

 
My artistic practice  is a representation of personal intention to create moments of seeing 

and being seen by others. I host an open invitation for you to pause and see someone else and to 
create art that acts as a universal language through the use of color. My work is about connecting 
with people through the sharing of and listening to stories. 

 
Exhibition Details 

 
122 Conversations ​ is a traveling exhibition that began in Duluth, MN.  It will travel to 

Duluth’s five sister cities, connecting with people through interview and art.  It will also provide 
an opportunity for people to experience humanity through their participation and viewing of  the 
project.  The method and exhibition consists of: 

 
● 7 Diptychs –  interpretation and compilation markers of the interviews 

○ Art pieces created in the studio using the 60 Skype interviews as source 
material 

● A video montage of interviews with each city’s mayor 
○ (40 minutes)  

● Open invitation to attendees for interactive experiences  
○ echoing the interviews, viewing the paintings and color tiles 
○ Seeing others by being seen themselves 

● 2 participatory elements:  
■ Choices: Artist Book 

●  ​artist- ambassador wears the apron and signs with 
instructions on how to participate 



● huge banners written in English 
● students translate directly onto the sign in home language 

of the country  
■ All Sign Together 

● 40 x 40 in. paper to be signed by all attendees 
● Signatures overlap each other  
● combined signatures represent a metaphor for coming 

together 
 

 
Choices:  Artist Book 
 
Choices ​ is a participatory element. Everyone is invited to choose a colored tile from the pockets 
of a Tyvek ​®​ apron. This apron can be tacked to the wall or worn if a volunteer is willing. The 
apron is decorated with photos created by the Canadian public during Choices in 2015, images of 
the participants in Rania, Iraqi Kurdistan and Sweden, and will be cumulative as the exhibition 
continues.  After choosing a tile, each person is encouraged to draw a picture, sign their name, or 
share a story. Each completed tile is then tacked wherever the person chooses on the wall for 
display (see pictures below).  

 
 

Materials provided:  
● 2 Tyvek​®​ aprons 
● colored Tyvek​®​tiles 
● Tacks 
● multi-colored felt-tip markers 

 
Installation: 

● Place 1⁄2 provided colored Tyvek​®​ tiles in pockets of apron. 
● Designate wall space for tiles to be displayed. 
● Place markers and colored Tyvek​®​ tiles on table. 
● Place provided label on wall next to displayed tiles. 

 

 
 
 
 
All Sign Together   



Every person who attends the show is invited to sign their name.  With a big table in the middle, 
artist or ambassador wears the apron, signs with instructions on how to participate – huge 
banners in English, and students translate directly onto the sign in the home language of the 
country  

    
Materials provided:  

● Tyvek​®​ sheets measuring 102 cm x 102 cm 
● colored felt-tip markers 
● small stickers 

 
Installation: 

● Place one Tyvek​®​ sheet and markers on table. 
● Place provided label on table on wall nearby.  
● Small stickers to be placed on table. Everyone gets a sticker as a thank you! 

 
Further Instruction: ​ Please invite every person who attends the show to sign his or her name! Feel free to begin 
with big writing! Write your home country across the entire sheet, PEACE, or whatever you feel called to do. After 
about three weeks, or once it is covered with names, turn it over and ask visitors to write on the back. When both 
sides are full, please replace it with a second sheet. If possible, please email photos of the image to me each week. 
These handwritten signatures will be carried to the next city and eventually Duluth where all signatures from the 
sister cities will be displayed.  

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  ​The 122 Conversations Method 

 
122 Conversations ​is a traveling exhibition that began in Thunder Bay, Canada.  It will 

travel to Duluth’s five sister cities, connecting with people through interviews and providing an 
opportunity for people to experience humanity through their participation in the project.  The 
project includes: 

 
● Art pieces created in the studio using the 60 skype interviews as source material 
● A video montage of interviews with each city’s mayor 
● Open invitation to attendees for interactive experiences were created for 

participants to experience, echoing the interviews, view the painting and view the 
color tiles of other participants. Thus facilitating the experience of seeing the 
others and being seen.  

 
Exhibition  

 
1. 7 Diptychs –  interpretation and compilation markers of the interviews 
2. Video of  6 mayors’ interviews (40 minutes) (See Appendix D) 
3. 2 participatory elements:  

a. Choices 
b. All Sign Together ​  big table in the middle, artist or ambassador wears the 

apron, Signs with instructions on how to participate –  
c. Huge banners in English, for student translation directly onto the sign in 

the language of the country,  
 



 
Educational Workshops  
 
Appropriate for ages 5-105-- everyone who is able is welcome to participate in this experience. 

 
 

122 Conversations Trained Ambassadors 
 

● The Ambassador bridges the gap between what’s on the wall and how to participate. 
● Ambassadors embody participation and model it. 
● The Apron is performative, humanizing, generous, and is a relational exchange. 

 
 

 

Essential Founding Principle of 122 Conversations 
 

“Language of Friendship” 
 
“Finding joy” 

 
122 Conversations ​ is an inclusive endeavor.  Inherent in ​122 Conversations ​ is 

embracing diversity and a sense of belonging. 
 
A person who embraces diversity:  
 
“respect[s], value[s] and celebrate[s] the unique attributes, characteristics and 

perspectives that make each person who they are. [They] also believe that bringing diverse 
individuals together allows us to collectively and more effectively address the issues that face 
our communities.” 

 

122 Conversations accepts the following definition of diversity: 
 
“the quality of being different or unique at the individual or group level. This includes 

age; ethnicity; gender; gender identity; language differences; nationality; parental status; 
physical, mental and developmental abilities; race; religion; sexual orientation; skin color; 
socioeconomic status; work and behavioral styles; the perspectives of each individual shaped 
by their nation, experiences and culture—and more. Even when people appear the same on the 
outside, they are different!”  1

 

 

1 ​Way, United. "United Way About Diversity and Inclusion." United Way 2017. Web.  
 



The initial group of ​122 Conversations ​ Trained Ambassadors consisted of a group of 
university students (future arts educators).  

 
Training consisted of an 8 hour day--schedule included: 

 
1. Dialogue on impactful pedagogy and student engagement 
2. Share process, ethos, and intention of the project 
3. Students learn Labovitz  interview protocol 
4. Students pair up and interview each other 
5. Students each share aloud something they learned from their interview 
6. Artist or ambassador acknowledges aloud each person’s participation and 

personal qualities 
7. Students create the first tiles and  help prepare structure of exhibition 
8. Students pause to process the experience so far 
9. Students help measure, hang work, and prepare the show 
10. Students provide feedback on the process and exhibition 
11. Assistants become ambassadors. 
12. Students and their guests are invited back all week long to help facilitate 

workshops and act as ambassadors 
 
Differentiating Workshops for Multiple Audiences  
 
Ways to modify for different audiences. 

● One hour session (ideal for students K-3) 
● Two hour session (ideal for middle and high school 

students) 
● Family Day-Public 
● Refugees  

One Hour session: 
1. Begin with a tour and artist talk in the gallery ​(5 to 10 minutes) 
2. Model good questioning techniques  ​(5 minutes) 

a. how to ask questions 
b. Explain and model active listening 
c. As you instruct, listen and acknowledge student choice, 

move around the room and display interest and intent 
3. Name signing ​(5-10 minutes) 

a. Explain the importance of signing their names 
b. Invite them to participate right away by writing their name 

4. Have students pair up and share their name and favorite color with 
each other ​(5 minutes) 

5. Have students choose a color tile ​(10 minutes) 
a. Students write and/or draw on it  

6. Students share tiles ​(15 minutes) 



a. Students pin their tile to the wall in the location of their 
choice ​or ​have them sit in a group and ask individuals to 
share out their work 

 
Two Hour Session 

 
1. Powerpoint to explain the project ​(5-10  minutes)  

a. Highlight the importance of leaning in and really listening, 
being present, attentive, curious, echoing the therapeutic 
use of self  

2. Provide a gallery tour ​(20 minutes) 
3. Have students pair up to interview someone they do not know well. 

Students can take notes in words or pictures.  ​(5-10 minutes) 
a. See questions provided below for guidance or inspiration 
b. Provide a big table covered in a roll of paper. Instruct them 

to work on the same sheet, echoing the work in the gallery  
4. Ask each person to share aloud one thing they learned about the 

other person  ​(10-15 minutes) 
a. The ambassador or artist acknowledges the speaker for the 

effort, attention, and energy they used in reporting about 
their partner so the speaker is validated. 

5. Students go to the gallery and write their message. ​(10-15 minutes) 
a. Tell students that this is like a message in a bottle-- it is 

archived and it travels 
6. Then, everyone signs their name on the All Sign Together in the 

artist book ​(5 minutes) 
a. Tell students:  “A person’s name is sacred.” 

7. Invite them to go back to the interview art pieces they created 
previously.  ​(3-5 minutes) 

a. Ask them what pieces do they want to be seen or obscured, 
to the echo the work?  

8. Have students use color washes to obscure certain parts of their 
previous work to echo artwork in the gallery and make choices 
about what comes forward ands what recedes. ​(10 minutes) 

9.  Close-- ​(5 minutes) 
a. Complement students on a job well done, specifically and 

effusively. 
b. Remind them that their message and spirit is being carried 

forward to promote mutual understanding, belonging, and 
peace. 

c. Acknowledge their integrity and respectfulness with this 
project, specifically and effusively.  

 
 
 



Modifications for Refugees:  
 
Follow two-hour session workshop format AND: 
 

1. Great each person with warmth and affection 
a. Hug and kiss every person on both cheeks if they are 

welcoming of that 
b.  Greet them as if they were coming into your home both on 

their way into the gallery and as they leave.  
i. This will help them to immediately have a sense of 

belonging. 
ii.  ​This sets the tone of welcome (because there is no 

common language) 
2. Provide refreshments, as a gesture of friendship 
3. Encourage people to participate in some way, however they want 

to participate and allow them to be themselves and to express 
themselves 

 
 
Family Day - Public  (typically 2 to 4 hours of drop in time): 
 
 Appropriate for ages 5-105-- everyone who is able is welcome to participate in this experience. 
 
 To modify ​122 Conversations ​for a Family Day, it’s important to be present and 

welcoming, fostering a culture of belonging for everyone. 
 

1.  Artist or ambassador travels around the space, wearing the apron thus embodying the 
exhibition. 

2.  Artist or ambassador is continually welcoming each visitor in a warm and friendly 
manner befitting their own personality and inviting them to view the exhibition, create a 
color tile and All Sign Here.  

3.  As appropriate, expand on some of the exhibition components, including the color and 
expressive text found in the paintings. 
 
In a Family Day/Public setting, the most important thing is to ​be welcoming and invite 

participation in a non threatening and open manner ​. 
 
 
Interview Questions 
 

● What is your name? 
● What is your age? 
● What language(s) do you speak? 
● What is your occupation 
● What is your favorite color? 



● Are you comfortable talking about your family? 
● Describe who you live with? 
● What form of transportation do you use daily? 
● Do you have any favorite activities or hobbies outside of your job? 
● Do you have a favorite food? 
● Favorite activities outside of work? 
● If you could go anywhere, where would you travel? 
● Choose a word that best describes you. 
● What do you hope for? 
● Anything else you would like to add? 

 
Educator Survey Questions 
 
A. What worked well for your students? 
B. What could have led to deeper engagement from your students? 
C. In your estimation, what percentage of your students were actively engaged in the 

exhibition?  
10-25% 26-50% 51-75% 75+% 

 
D. What constructive feedback do you have for the staff of ​122 Conversations ​? 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


